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5JpAn interesting discussion is going on in the pages of the Christian Standard, 
the organ of the "Christians" or "Disciples," on the origin and date of the 
Synoptic Gospels. The starting point of the controversy lay in the somewhat 
unqualified endorsement of the views of Dr. Bemhard Weiss on the origin of 
Matthew's Gospel by the Rev. G. W. Longan. These views were criticized 
with g^eat vigor and keenness of thought from the conservative side by the 
Rev. Professor McGarvey. The discussion has extended to a general con- 
sideration of the critical views of the Gospel narratives. The fact that such 
interest is taken in questions that are largely critical, and that a denomina- 
tional weekly newspaper opens its columns to such themes of discussion, argues 
well for the liberty and the high character of the intellectual life of this body 
of Christian people. 

The chair of Hebrew in the Presbyterian College of London, made vacant by 
the death of the Rev. Professor Elmslie, was recently filled by the election of 
the Rev. J. Skinner, Free Church minister of Kelso. The name of Rev. George 
Adam Smith, M. A., of Aberdeen, whose work on Isaiah was thought to con- 
tain some startling views on Inspiration, was early and strongly urged, but this 
evoked so much opposition that Mr. Smith decided not to become a candidate. 
The Professor-elect is a graduate of Aberdeen. His career as a student in that 
university was " one of distinction, uniformly notable, and in some respects 
unexampled." In New College, Edinburgh, he also held the first place, ob- 
tained the Cunningham scholarship, and achieved great distinction in Hebrew. 
He has been examiner in Hebrew in the Exit examinations, and is the author of 
" The Historical Connection between the Old and New Testaments," one of 
the " Bible Class Primers," published by T. and T. Clark. He has been in the 
active ministry for about ten years. 

The brilliant sketch of Berlin University professors and their work which 
appears in this number of the Student is worthy of a place beside the inter- 
esting article of Professor S. Ives Curtiss in the Independent of June 12, on 
Leipsic and its professors of 1873 and onward. In that article after describing 
F. Delitzsch, Kahnis and Luthardt the giants of that day. Professor Curtiss 
gives the following amusing and at the same time characteristic sketch of the 
great New Testament critic, Tischendorf. "In my innocence I thought it 
would be a great privilege to hear the lectures of such a wonderful man. 
Professor Delitzsch, whom I consulted, laughed when I proposed to hear 
Tischendorf; and when I asked the reason why, he replied: * He is what we 
call a parade horse.' Nothing daunted I went to hear the famous scholar. 
About thirty were present. His lecture was a strange jumble of Latin, Greek 
and German, delivered with great volubility. At the next lecture only about 
twenty were present. Soon after he was smitten with that paralytic shock 
which soon put an end to his useful labors." 
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Bible study in the colleges is making progress. In the catalogue of Wash- 
ington and Lee University Professor Henry Alexander White, Ph. D. 
announces the following courses in Bible History. The English Bible is used 
as a text-book of history. The plan of study is similar to that published in 
the Old and New Testament Student. The course is designed to enable the 
student to gain a clear and comprehensive knowledge of (i) six of the histori- 
cal books of the Old Testament (Genesis, Exodus, Samuel (I and II), and the 
Kings (I and II); (2) the period of history (both sacred and secular) covered by 
each book; (3) the literature of that period; (4) the more important topics con- 
nected with these books, this history and this literature. More in detail: (i) 
implies a general study of each book in its entirety, with an effort to get the 
narrated events in their order clearly fixed in the mind; the basis of study is 
the text of the Revised Version of the English Bible; (2) the periods of history 
covered by Genesis and by Exodus bring the student into contact with the 
early empires, Chaldea, Babylonia, Assyria, and Egypt; the books of Samuel 
and of The Kings bring him to the study of the same empires when at a later 
period they gathered around the Jewish monarchy in its rise and fall; (3) the 
literature of each period embraces the inscriptions on the ancient monuments 
and the inspired waitings of the Prophets; each book of Prophecy is viewed in 
its historical setting; (4) the topics connected with this course are, in the main, 
embraced in the sciences of Archaeology, Ethnology, Political and Physical 
Geography. (Two hours a week.) 

The first Summer School for 1890 under the direction of the American 
Institute of Sacred Literature was held at New Haven from May 22d to June 
II. Courses were offered in Hebrew and Cognate Languages, New Testa- 
ment Greek, the Old Testament and the New Testament in English. Fifty- 
seven persons were enrolled in these courses. The class in the critical study 
of the Hebrew text of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi numbered twenty. 
Nine men began the study of Arabic, and in three weeks had made good pro- 
gress in reading the Kuran. Sight-reading classes were carried on in Hebrew, 
six men reading the Books of Samuel, seven the prophecies of Jeremiah. 
Eight students formed the beginners' class in Hebrew, four in New Testament 
Greek. Four others reviewed the elements of New Testament Greek, and 
four reviewed in the same way the elements of Hebrew. The class in the 
study of the English Old Testament numbered twelve. Their work was the 
study of the History of the Kingdom from the beginning to the Captivity. 
The class in the English New Testament, numbering ten, made a careful 
study of the later ministry of Christ in Perea and Jerusalem down to the 
Crucifixion. Besides these regfular working classes, popular lectures were 
offered by Professor Stevens of Yale Divinity School upon the Origin and His- 
tory of the New Testament Books, and by Professor Harper on Isaiah 40-66, 
taken up verse by verse. These courses of lectures were each taken by about 
one hundred persons. Much enthusiasm was aroused. Beginning at so early 
a date, the school was attended by a much larger number than could have 
been expected, and the results attained amply justified the endeavor. Many 
of the earnest thinking Christian people of the city received a new impulse to 
the study of the Scriptures, and others from abroad carried away with them 
much profitable and suggestive material, as well as gained an insight into 
methods of study which they will put into practice in their future work. 
The second school of the Institute is now in session at Philadelphia, and is 
very largely attended, the regular membership reaching more than one hundred. 
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It is well known that The Palestine Exploration Fund founded in London 
June 22, 1865, is a society for "the accurate and systematic investigation of 
the archaeology, the topography, the geology and physical geography, the 
manners and customs of the Holy Land, for Biblical illustration." Her Maj- 
esty the Queen is patron, and the Archbishop of York is president. Its rules 
are that it is not to be a religious society nor be pledged to advocate or attack 
any form of creed, that it is not to adopt nor defend any side in controversial 
matters, and that its work is to be done on strictly scientific principles. The 
best guarantee of the excellence of its work is the list of those ofBcers and 
others who have served it, of whom may be named Sir Charles Wilson, Sir 
Charles Warren, Major Conder, Canon Tristram, Dr. Selah Merrill, and Laur- 
ence Oliphant. In the course of its twenty-five years' existence, the Society, 
with limited funds at its disposal, has done an immense amount of work, and 
published the results in books, papers, maps, plans, and photographs, prima- 
rily for the benefit of its subscribers, and also for the advantage of all students 
of the Sacred Scriptures. The fund is about to enter upon a special work, 
having obtained a firman permitting excavation at 'Ajlan, the Eglon of Joshua. 
The work of exploring this mound has been placed in the hands of Mr. Flin- 
ders Petrie, who won fame in the employ of the Egyptian Exploration Fund. 
It cannot be too strongly urged that no time should be lost in pursuing these 
explorations, for the vandalism of the East, and the newly imported civilization 
of the' West, together, are fast destroying whatever records of the past lie 
exposed. 

The importance of the work and the value of its results have led clergymen 
and Bible students generally to become subscribers to the Fund, but the pres- 
ent opportunity seems to demand an increase of its income. An appeal is now 
made, endorsed by Rev. Lyman Abbott, D. D., of New York; Professor A. 
V. G. Allen, of the Episcopal Theological School at Cambridge;, Rev. Messrs. 
Phillips Brooks, D. D., E. E. Hale, D. D., Joseph Cook, and Philip L. Moxom. 
of Boston; Dr. Selah Merrill, of Andover; President W. F. Warren, D. D., of 
Boston University; Professors A. P. Peabody, D. D., J. H. Thayer, D. D., C. 
H. Toy, D. D., of Harvard University; Rev. A. McKenzie, D. D., of Cam- 
bridge; and others. Theodore F. Wright has been authorized to receive 
subscriptions and donations. He announces his willingness to give public 
descriptions of the field and work of the Fund so far as his duties permit. He 
earnestly hopes that there are many who will deem it a privilege to assist the 
Fund in its supremely valuable work. Remittances may be made by check or 
postal order to him at 38 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. Readers of the Old 
AND New Testament Student ought to have a large share in contributing to 
this excellent work. 



